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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils, staff and parents are happy to be part of Lord Deramore’s Primary School.
They are proud of their school and the diverse community it serves. The school
embraces the many languages spoken and different home countries of the
community.

Attendance is high. Pupils enjoy coming to school. They experience an exceptional
standard of education. Opportunities and enrichment are at the centre of school life.
Pupils engage in many exciting opportunities that go beyond the curriculum. This
includes musical performances, career events and forest school sessions.

Behaviour in lessons and around school is exemplary. Pupils have a thirst for
learning. They are deeply engaged in all aspects of school life, from classroom-
based activities to taking part in the many enrichment opportunities available to
them. Pupils work and play harmoniously together. Any instances of disagreement or
low-level disruption in class are extremely rare.

The expectations for all pupils in school are extremely high. Many new pupils join
Lord Deramore’s during the school year, often with a wide range of different starting
points and backgrounds. The school’s high expectations and effective transition
strategies help these pupils to get the support they need immediately. Pupils at Lord
Deramore’s achieve exceptionally well.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The school has created an exciting and ambitious curriculum for all pupils. This is
very well planned and sequenced. Leaders leave nothing to chance in their design of
the curriculum. They regularly make refinements and adaptations to ensure the
curriculum meets the needs of pupils. This work has a strong impact on what pupils
know and achieve.

Outcomes for all pupils are exceptionally strong. Pupils produce high-quality work.
They articulate their knowledge well. Pupils speak with confidence about periods of
history they have studied. They demonstrate strong proficiency when singing and
playing music.

Ongoing staff training and development is effective. Staff are subject experts.
Teachers are highly effective in explaining and creating connections across the
curriculum. In lessons, pupils are supported to build independence and
understanding. For example, pupils could explain their historical understanding of
Egyptian canopic jars while creating their own models in art and design. They could
select the best method for building them from the range of strategies they had
previously learned.

The school supports all pupils, including those who are disadvantaged and those
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), very well. Staff identify
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very clearly the barriers that children face. They take intelligent steps to ensure
these are overcome effectively.

Reading has an extremely high status in the school. Pupils enjoy a rich, diverse
reading offer. Reading is a clear priority for all staff. Pupils engage well with the
school’s embedded phonics programme. Where pupils do need support, staff are
well trained and provide highly effective intervention quickly. Pupils enjoy hearing
their teachers read to them. This includes a poem every day, or other texts from the
school’s busy library.

Children in the early years are happy. They engage in extended periods of focused
play. This is because their curriculum is well planned and sparks their interest.
Children enjoy making links with their learning through play, such as building power
stations, or creating erupting volcanoes. Children are resilient. Staff know the
children in early years very well. They offer effective support when it is needed.
Children make excellent progress and are ready for the demands of Year 1.

The school’s programme to develop and ‘nurture learners for life’ is exceptional.
Pupils enjoy many wide-ranging activities that support their personal development.
Opportunities such as reading leaders and well-being leaders enable pupils to take
on vital roles in school. There are many clubs for pupils to attend too, including a
highly skilled and longstanding orchestra. Leaders have taken intelligent action to
make sure that many pupils, including those who are disadvantaged, or who have
SEND, attend these clubs. The curriculum for personal, social and health education
is highly effective. This means that pupils understand discrimination and prejudice.
Pupils have a clear understanding about how to keep themselves safe, including
online. Pupils” knowledge of different religions is a strength. They engage in rich
experiences to help strengthen their understanding.

Lord Deramore’s is highly respected in the community. Leaders build effective
relationships at all levels. As a result, families say they feel ‘lucky’ to be part of the
school and that their children ‘thrive’. Staff workload is carefully considered. Morale
is high. Governors are very experienced and know the school well. They receive
detailed information from leaders and regularly check this. Governors are highly
effective in their support and challenge.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted

Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
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The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information

You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at
any point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care)
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route).
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School details

Unique reference number 121536

Local authority York

Inspection number 10297319

Type of school Primary

School category Voluntary controlled
Age range of pupils 4to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 218

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Richard Frost

Headteacher James Rourke

Website www.lordderamores.com

Dates of previous inspection 17 and 18 January 2023, under section 8

of the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school does not use any alternative provision.

W The proportion of pupils in receipt of free school meals is well below national
averages.

B The proportion of pupils in the school who speak English as an additional
language is well above the national average.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s
education provision.

B Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the school and
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors met with senior leaders, curriculum leaders, teachers and support
staff.
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The lead inspector also met with members of the governing body, including the
chair of governors.

B The lead inspector held discussions with representatives from the local authority.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in the following subjects: reading, mathematics,

history and music. For each deep dive, inspectors discussed the curriculum with
subject leaders, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some
pupils about their learning and looked at samples of pupils” work. The lead
inspector also listened to a sample of pupils read to a familiar adult.

Inspectors also considered the curriculum in some other subjects by visiting a
sample of lessons and looking at pupils” work.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors: reviewed the single

central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.

Inspectors scrutinised a range of other documentation, including records of pupils’
behaviour and attendance, school improvement plans, minutes from governing
body meetings and the leaders’ own evaluation of the school.

Inspectors met with the special education needs coordinator, spoke to pupils with
SEND and reviewed the plans in place to support these pupils. They visited
lessons to see how well pupils with SEND are supported.

Inspectors visited the early years provision to discuss the learning with children
and leaders.

Inspectors spoke informally to pupils to gather their views on school life and
reviewed responses gathered on the Ofsted surveys.

B To gather parents’ views, inspectors took account of the views of parents from

Parent View, Ofsted’s online questionnaire, including the free-text comments. The
lead inspector also talked to parents at the start of the school day.

B To gather the views of staff, inspectors reviewed the responses to the Ofsted

surveys.

Inspection team

Scott Grason-Taylor, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector

Martin Featherstone Ofsted Inspector
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*HK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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